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1 00 Cu bans G ather Here) 
Celebrate Independence 


Manrara Urges Unity to 
lust Castro 


Across the 


le street and up one 
flight of narrow stairs from the 
Roosevelt Hotel, more than 100 
Cubans gathered Tuesday night 
Outside, the temperature was 
86 degrees. Inside, it seemed 



hotter. Six fans did little but stir 
up damp air, but the people 
came anyway. For it was the 
67th anniversary of Cuba's inde- 
pendence from Spain; and like 
the American July 4th such a 
day has to be shared with one’s 
countrymen. 

So, as they did three years 
ago at the first meeting, mem- 
bers of Liceo Cubano Jose Marti 
met in a large green room on 
the second floor at 117 Universi- 
ty pL to celebrate. 

They listened to a rather 
scratched recording of 'The 
Star Spangled Banner;’* then 
[snoudly sang along with a loud, 
but scratch^ recording of the 
Cuban nationad anthem; listened 
to a talk by their president, 
and to jokes 
oi ceremonies. Dr. 

; sat quietly 
attentively” while moving 
poems were read by Cuban ex- 
iles living in New Orleans; and 
heard an Ernesto Lecwma song 
sung beautifully by a young 
man who left Cuba only six 
months ago. 

PICTURE PRESENTED 

Luis Rios Gamarra, consul 
genejral of the Republic of Boliv- 
ia, pr^ented a framed photo- 
gra^ of the late Rene Barrien- 
tos, Bolivian president during 
Che Guevara’s revolutionary ac- 
tivities. His speech was inter- 
rupted frequently by fervent ap- 
plause; and when he uncover^ 
the picture, he received a stand- 



DR. BURTON I. 
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at Louisiana State 
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elected president of 
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sociation of University 
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Rsunanathan, vice-presK 
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have to oust the missiles from 
Cuba.” 

ASKS FOR ARMS 
I’m not asking the U.S. to 
land Marines in Cuba, but what 
I am asking is that they give us 
arms so that we ourselves can 
invade with the help of volun- 
teers.” 

Noticing the incredulous looks 
he received, he stated firmly, 
“Yes, I do think we can get all 
mg ovation from sympathetic ^ ^eed. There are 


Cubans. 

Hie principal speaker 
Luis V. Man rara. a founder and 
pi^enl « Thp,JCDith .lOhOPt 


fhiha Qg mpitt qg Inc. He told 
of Cuban pa- 
triot, Jose Marti, then gave a 
summary of why exiled Cubans 
have not made much progress 
in upsetting the present govern- 
ment of Cuba. 

Before the meeting Manrara 
made some strong statements 
about Prime Minister Castro 
and communist control 
A small man, Manrara spoke 
with deep caiviction. “Cuba is 
Ithe strongest nuclear power in 
l^e world per square mile, be- 
kause of the continual build-up 
tver the past 10 years. We can 
DuUd all the anti-ballistic mis- 
siles we want to protect us from 
Russia, but nothing will protect 
us fnHn Cuba,” he said. "We 


5,000 Cubans fighting in Viet- 
wasfam now.” 

Castro has changed his prop- 
aganda tactics lately,” he con- 
tinued. “He doesn’t deny the 
horrible conditions any more; 
but now, he is blaming every- 
thing on the U.S. blockade. His 
idea is to create a guilt complex 
in the U.S. so that Americans 
will force the government to 
open the block^e. What he 
doesn’t say is that more than 75 
per cent qf the crops were pro- 
duced in Cuba before Castro, so 
that not that many exports were 
needed. 

We need to or^nize our 
small Cuban groups into a large 
strong group to represent 
Cubans. Now we’re trying to 
make some documentaries by 
Cubans to show the real situa- 
tion so we can counteract this 
other propaganda.” 


